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SEAMS is... 
a not-for-profit association 

working for the improvement 

of the sewn products industry 

...since 1967. 
SOAR TO NEW HEIGHTS! 

 
SEAMS Fall Networking Conference 

Clemson Apparel Research 
Pendleton, SC 

 
October 3-4, 2008. 

 
This is your opportunity to learn about the latest innovations 

in apparel manufacturing. 
Plans include a tour of Clemson Apparel Research, 

topical presentations, a golf outing, 
and plenty of time for networking. 

There will also be a spouses outing on Saturday. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW ! 

The SEAMS office will be closed for the Independence Day 
holiday from Monday, June30 through Friday, July 4. 

 
We hope you will have a safe and happy holiday 

with your friends and families. 
 

The SEAMS office will reopen on Monday July 7, 2008, at 9am. 

Hotel Information... 
 

 During our Fall Networking Conference October 3-4, we will stay at the Hilton Garden Inn 
located in Anderson, SC, approximately 7 miles from Clemson Apparel Research. 

 The rooms are $99 plus taxes for 1 king or 2 queens, or $129 plus taxes for a suite. The 
rates include one breakfast coupon per room per night. Just call the hotel at 864-964-0100 
and ask for the SEAMS Room Block to make your reservations for the entire weekend. 

 Amenities at the hotel include 24-hour business center, high-speed wireless Internet 
access in all rooms, a fitness center, indoor heated pool and whirlpool, and two onsite 
restaurants for your convenience. 

 The Hilton Garden Inn Anderson hotel, in the beautiful upstate of South Carolina, is 
conveniently located off Interstate 85 at Exit 19A. Adjacent to Lake Hartwell, the Hilton Garden 
Inn Anderson hotel easily accesses Anderson's shopping, dining, and entertainment venues as 
well as historic downtown Anderson.  
 Remember -- call the Hilton directly at 864-964-0100 to make your reservations! 



 
Thoughts... 
from the Executive Director... 
 
 People ask me almost daily, “How are things 
going? How is it looking as far as product 
production for US manufacturers, contractors, and 
suppliers?” 
 My answer to them is that SEAMS receives 
numerous calls and emails each day from people 
looking for companies to produce products in the 
US. 
 Certainly, some are small or start-up, but more 
and more medium to large companies are needing 
help. Some are bringing work back to the US for 
various reasons, and some just want it made in the 
US. 
 As you know by now, SEAMS’ focus is on US 
manufacturing. It has been for the past 41 years, 
and it will not change. We are here to help in any 
way that we can. 
 I could repeat stories about the different 
reasons people give me, but I do not feel that this is 
necessary. I know that our members believe that 
we are all about helping them. 
 If you read our last newsletter, then you 
certainly saw one of the ways we help our industry 
by what a huge success our Spring Conference 
was. 
 We are now getting ready for our Fall 
Networking Conference, set for October 3-4, 2008. 
SEAMS is very excited about what we have in store 
for our attendees. 
 The Conference is set at Clemson Apparel 
Research, located in the beautiful upstate of South 
Carolina. See the front page for hotel information 
and a brief outline. A full agenda will go out in July, 
so watch your email for details. 
 Mark your calendar now, make your hotel 
reservation, and plan on joining your colleagues for 
networking, networking, and more networking! 
 See you at CAR! 

............................................Sarah 

COMING EVENTS 
 

August 13-14, 2008 --  
 STA Summer Marketing Forum 
 Gaston College Textile Technology Center 
  Belmont, NC 
August 25-27, 2008 --  
 MAGIC, Las Vegas, Nevada 
October 3-4, 2008 -- 
 SEAMS Fall Networking Conference 
 Clemson Apparel Research, Pendleton, SC 
October 21-23, 2008 -- 
 IFAI Expo, Charlotte, NC 
November 5-6, 2008 --  
 2008 Tech Conference, New York, NY 
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Seminars Offered by TC2... 
 

Lean Manufacturing - July 9-10, 2008 
 Are your required lead times shrinking? Are the 
quantities of different styles you are being asked to design 
and produce growing? In today's ever changing marketplace, 
Lean business practices are a must. Sign up for this two-day 
program to learn how Lean practices reduce work-in-process 
and operating cost while increasing quality, manufacturing 
flexibility, plant efficiency, and employee retention.  
 

Accurate Costing to Build a Profitable 
Supply Chain Seminar - July 23, 2008 
 Attend this seminar to understand the underlying factors 
of sourcing costs. This knowledge will provide the basis for 
comparison of vendors or evaluation of the accuracy or 
fairness of a specific quote. Direct Labor is not the only 
consideration, but it has traditionally been the cornerstone of 
the pricing equation. This seminar will investigate the other 
factors manufacturers include in cost beyond cut and sew as 
they meet the retail expectation of providing floor-ready 
products. 
 The seminars will be presented at [TC]²’s new facility at 
5651 Dillard Drive, Cary, NC. 
 For additional information or to register, contact 
Elizabeth Salisbury at 919.653.3507, or via email at 
esalisbury@tc2.com. 

Industry News... 
 
Milliken Named To 2008 World's Most 
Ethical Companies List... 
 
 Spartanburg, SC-based Milliken & Company was recently 
named to The Ethisphere Institute’s 2008 World’s Most 
Ethical Companies List. Ethisphere, a New York City-based 
think-tank dedicated to driving and reinforcing profitable 
ethical business practices, presented the award at the 
“Driving Profit Through Ethical Leadership” conference, 
sponsored by Ethisphere and Forbes.  
 “This recognition highlights one of the core philosophies 
of Milliken, a belief that doing the right things for the right 
reasons ultimately achieves the best results for our 
customers, communities, associates and shareholders,” said 
Milliken CEO Joe Salley. “We are honored to have the ethical 
actions of all of our associates recognized.”  
 The extensive evaluation process to determine the 
finalists involved researchers and analysts reviewing more 
than 10,000 leading companies worldwide, considering 
aspects such as codes of ethics; litigation and regulatory 
infraction histories; investment in innovation and sustainable 
business practices; companies’ activities to improve corporate 
citizenship; and more.  
 “We applaud Milliken & Company as one of the 
companies honored this year because they have developed 
impressive and meaningful ethical business practices, making 
them true standouts within their industries,” said Ethisphere 
Institute Executive Director Alexander Brigham. “By their 
actions, they are forcing their competitors to follow suit or fall 
behind, and truly embodying the notion that ethical business 
practices are more profitable in the long run.”  
 The 2008 list of the World’s Most Ethical Companies is 
featured in the Q2 issue of Ethisphere™ Magazine. 

�� 



4756 Hammermill Rd. #401 
Tucker, GA 30084 

Phone: 770-493-9443 Fax: 770-938-8816 
Email: Gerald@GeraldSchwartzInc.com 

Chuck@GeraldSchwartzInc.com 

www.GeraldSchwartzInc.com 
Suppliers of: 

Plastic & Metal Hardware, Hook & loop, Zippers, Fabrics, Snaps, 

Cording (elastic & non), Elastic (woven & knit), Webbing, Thread & more. 
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Member Profile... 
 
Casual Cushion Corporation -- A True Family Affair 
 
 Casual Cushion Corp. was founded in 1979 in Hollywood, FL  
by Ernie and Pierrette Siesel. Ernie had many years of experience in the 
textile and clothing industry before starting Casual Cushion. Casual 
Cushion’s primary business is manufacturing of outdoor patio cushions and umbrellas. Our customers are located 
throughout the United States and Canada, and include national retailers, online and catalog retailers, furniture 
manufacturers, and specialty pool and patio stores. 
 In 2001, Ernie and Pierrette’s son Mike joined the business, and in 2004 their other son Jason made Casual 
Cushion a true family affair. In 2004 they started looking at other options to move the factory as the business 
increased dramatically. After about a year and two hurricanes in South Florida, they changed their option to other 
areas other than South Florida. It was then that they decided to look at the Greater Charlotte area, and in 2006 found 
a building suitable in the Waterford Business Park in Rock Hill. During 2006 and 2007 Casual Cushion continued 
operating in both the South Carolina and Florida locations. This allowed them to make sure that once the full move 
was completed there would be minimal issues. In August of 2007 they closed the Florida location and both Mike and 
Jason moved their families to the Charlotte area. 
 Going to this Charlotte area has provided Casual Cushion with greater access to the major fabric, foam, and 
fiber suppliers. Even in this market of high gas prices, their inbound freight has been reduced by over 50%. They 
have also seen increased productivity and a large labor pool. The move has given Casual Cushion the ability to 
continue their growth. They are enjoying the hospitality of the people in this region and look forward to many years of 
textile manufacturing in the area. 
 For more information, please visit www.casualcushion.com. 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ! 

FRESHWATER APPAREL LLC 
PO Box 333, Bolivar, MO  65613 

TEL: 417-777-5648  FAX: 417-777-3299 
WEBSITE: www.freshwaterapparel.com 
EMAIL: darryl@freshwaterapparel.com 

Darryl Wells, General Manager 
Freshwater Apparel LLC is a custom private label and 

contract cut-and-sew factory specializing in short- 
and long-sleeved crew neck, v-neck, and hoody tee 
shirts. All garments are meticulously handcrafted to 
be durable. We offer attention to every detail with 

flexibility and quick turn times. 
 

GINNY-LYN ORGANICS 
3220 King Springs Road SE 
Smyrna, GA 30080-4327 

TEL: 770-789-1242  FAX: 770-803-9925 
WEBSITE: www.ginnylynorganics.com 
EMAIL: katherineweiser@gmail.com 

Katherine Weiser, CEO 
Ginny-Lyn Organics is a vertically integrated 

company offering certified organic products in a USA-
exclusive supply chain. Products and services include 

children's apparel, prototype design and 
development, dyed and printed cotton fabrics, and 

digital printing and design services. We offer 
children's apparel in both woven and knit fabrics 

including tops, bottoms, and matching accessories. 
 

Referral Sources -- here’s how these new members 
heard about SEAMS. 

New Member .......................................Source of Referral 

Freshwater Apparel LLC .......... Bo-Weevil Eco Sportswear 

Ginny Lyn Organics .....................................Material World 

Tumbling Colors ..................................................... SEAMS 

 

For all the details about member referrals and how to earn 
discounts toward your annual dues, please see the 
information box on this page. 

Dues Discount Incentive Program… 
 SEAMS incentive program helps us grow and helps our 
members! SEAMS members can earn discounts toward their 
next dues invoice by signing up new members. 

 For every NEW MEMBER that a current member signs up, 
SEAMS will apply a 20% discount to the current member 
company's next dues invoice, up to 100%. If you sign up five 
(5) new member companies within one year, you could owe us 
nothing for your next years' dues! 

 We encourage members to talk to their colleagues in the 
sewn products industry to encourage them to join SEAMS. Let 
us know who you are speaking to, and we will mail them an 
informational packet that will answer all of their questions. We 
see this as an on-going membership drive, with the added 
bonus for current members of reducing their dues. 
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Industry News... 
 
Eton 5000 Unveiled to Market 
 Eton Systems, a Sweden-based provider of Unit Production 
Systems (UPS), unveiled its Eton 5000, a fifth-generation 
manufacturing and management solution. 
 The automated system features the “ETON 5000 syncro” 
materials handling system, “ETON select” shop floor and 
management software, and training and support services 
designed to tailor specific manufacturing solutions to apparel and 
sewn-products companies. 
 According to the company, the solution is designed to 
improve productivity, increase quality and deliver more quickly, 
especially given today’s demanding delivery cycles. 
 Eton Systems says the solution was launched to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the inventing of the UPS. 
 For more information: www.eton.se 
 

�� 
 
Luxury Lingerie Company Selects Lectra 
 Van de Velde has acquired Lectra's VectorLingerieMX to 
optimize its production. 
 The company, established in 1919 and based in 
Schellebelle, Belgium, designs and manufactures luxurious 
women's lingerie under the brand names Marie Jo©, Marie Jo 
L'Aventure© and PrimaDonna©. 
 To meet the needs of a very demanding global clientele for 
which it produces 300 new models and ships more than five 
million finished articles annually, the company selected the 
VectorLingerieMX, which is ideal for cutting small, intricately 
shaped lingerie pieces. It combines precision cutting with 
production flexibility, exceptional output and high-volume cutting 
capacity. 
 In addition, it also features pilot software that adapts the 
system to the particulars of the delicate, elastic materials used in 
lingerie. 
 The results? With its previous cutters, Van de Velde could 
only cut up to 30 layers of fabric with five-millimeter buffers 
between cut pieces. Now, it can cut 60 plies with buffers of three 
millimeters, and has increased cutting speed by 30 percent.  
 Also, by reducing buffer zones to three millimeters, the 
company has reduced fabric consumption by 4 percent. All of this 
has led to annual savings of  $770,548 in US dollars. 
 For more information: www.lectra.com, www.vandevelde-nv.be 

�� 

TUMBLING COLORS 
PO Box 91143, Raleigh, NC 27624 

TEL: 919-832-0440  FAX: 919-832-0202 
WEBSITE: www.tumblingcolors.com 
EMAIL: cstewart@tumblingcolors.com 

Charles Stewart, President 
Tumbling Colors is the owner of 1407 South, 

a unique design center for color and  
finish developments. Other partners in 1407 South 
include Versus Jeans and Bleighm. Offering color 

development, garment dyeing, and finishing. 
�� 
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Member Profile... 
 

Granite Knitwear -- 
Filling a Need for 
Quality Sportswear 
Manufactured 
in the USA 
 
 Granite Knitwear, now entering its third 
generation as a family-owned business, was 
established in 1968 by Frank and Mary Jones. For 
the first six years, the company concentrated on  
building up its wholesale customer base and 
expanding its knit products. 
 By 1974 the demand for t-shirts as outerwear 
was increasing dramatically. To enter this retail 
market Cal Cru company was created, a label was 
designed, and a sales force was formed. Cal Cru is 
short for “California Crew,” which was a take off on 
the Hi-Crew brand that Stedman (now part of 
Hanes) had made popular. 
 Since then the company grew steadily and was 
well known in the imprintables market as a small 
bur innovative supplier to that market. We were the 
first to introduce women’s colors like pink and lilac 
in basic t-shirts. Cal Cru almost always had some 
sort of unique style that others emulated. 
 With the advent of the NAFTA and GATT trade 
agreements, the company has shifted its focus. 
While we still maintain the Cal Cru label a d a small 
in-stock program for American-made t’s, more of 
our business centers on custom styles and private 
labeling for other manufacturers. 
 Currently, a significant percentage of our 
production is sold to companies who further 
process our products by garment dying them. 
Having product manufactured domestically is 
important to them, as fabric consistency and quality 
workmanship are crucial factors in achieving this 
rich weathered look. With imports, fabric 
consistency is suspect. 
 Some of the styles that are currently produced 
and/or stocked include Coolmax Extreme t-shirts 
and tanks for men and women, 100% cotton basic 
t’s in youth XS to adult 6X, beach cover-ups, crop 
tanks, tank dresses, ladies’ French terry tops, 
pocket t’s, micro-stripe t-shirts for adults & youths, 
heavy-weight ridge t-shirts, Henley placket adult t-
shirts in 7.2 ounce fabrications, adult and youth 
shorts, youth’s and infant’s custom garment 
programs. We also offer folding, bagging, 
polybagging, screen printing, heat transfers, and 
embroidery. 
 Now moving into 40 years of business, the 
company is still a family operation, run by Mike, 
Sandy, and Mary (Floyd) Jones. 
 For more information, visit www.calcru.com. 



The SEAMS Team -- A Complete Supply Chain 

SEAMS members 
can make 

ANYTHING! 
 

If your project 
involves putting 

a needle 
through cloth --  
someone from 

SEAMS can help! 

Do you need …to locate a contractor, ...a source for an unusual trim item, 
...to find a special piece of equipment, ...or to hire qualified personnel? 
 
Here’s your answer… 
 The SEAMS Association is a COMPLETE SUPPLY CHAIN comprised of a wide variety of 
companies who can do anything. Through this network of contacts we can find anything that 
you need in your daily operations, even that once-in-a-while “thingamajig” that you didn’t know 
you needed. We get phone calls and emails in the SEAMS office every day with requests for 
help, both from members and from nonmembers. These requests are sent out by email and 
FAX to our entire membership -- and we know that a SEAMS member will come through 
with a solution. 
 Since the last newsletter the SEAMS office has received requests for help to find 
companies to sew all these items: cloth advertising signs, collars & welts, tee shirts, curtains, 
women’s resort wear, jackets caps & gowns for graduation, children’s wear & sleepwear, 
men’s & women’s basic tees & tanks, ladies’ beachwear, dresses, compression garments, 
sports bras, pet clothing & accessories, better children's & ladies clothing, handbags, scrubs, 
ladies’ blouses, men’s suits, and bras. 

 We received requests for help finding sources for raw rubber for swimwear, ribbed knit 1x1 
fabric, woven fabric labels, cotton pique fabric, and piping filler cord. 

 Companies are also seeking people to fill these positions: a plant manager, a mechanic, a 
quality control person, and an engineer. 

 As you can see, we get a wide variety of requests every week. By tapping into our 
COMPLETE SUPPLY CHAIN, we are able to help most people who contact us. 

 

 So remember, whatever you need, SEAMS CAN HELP! 
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Member Profile… 
 

Hickory Brands -- An Industry Leader Since 1923 
 
 Hickory Brands, Inc., originally Old Hickory Shoelace Co., was 
founded in 1923 in Hickory, NC. From the beginning Hickory Brands 
established itself as one of the leading manufacturers of shoelaces. 
 Today, Hickory Brands is one of the largest domestic manufacturers of 
woven, knitted, and braided narrow fabrics, such as shoelaces, cording, 
webbing, and various braids. Hickory also is one of the leading distributors 
of Shoe Care Chemicals and Accessories in the U.S. Most of our products 
are sold as a Private Label Brand or under our own 10 Seconds Brand. 
 Our customers include many major retail chain stores, distributors, 
and other shoe, clothing, and industrial manufacturers. Our products are 
sold nationally throughout the United States as well as Canada, Europe, 
and many other countries. 
 Because of our flexibility, we are now distributors of various types of 
products including Socks, Janie Spot Remover, Project Runway Jewelry, 
Insoles, Sports Medicine and Recovery Gear, and even distribute 
Gatorade for one the largest sporting goods retailers in the U.S. 

 Our custom print division, Shoefly Designs, is one of the leading companies in producing Custom Printed 
Shoelaces and Lanyards. Hickory's DryMax Sock Line is a patented protective sock, proven effective in preventing 
blisters by moving moisture off the skin to the outer layer of the sock. The process technology is proprietary to Hickory 
Brands, Inc. 
 Quality and Service have become synonymous with Hickory Brands. We maintain a strong customer base and 
strive to fulfill the needs of our customers. 
 For more information concerning Hickory Brands go to www.hickorybrands.com, tenseconds.com, 
drymaxsports.com, and shoeflydesigns.net. 



Directors 

Steve Anderson, EMAIL: steve.anderson@intextile.com 

 Integrated Textile Solutions, Salem, VA 

  TEL: 540-389-8113  FAX: 540-387-5855 

Stacey Bridges, EMAIL: sbridges@carolinacotton.com 

 Carolina Cotton Works, Gaffney, SC 

  TEL: 864-488-2824  FAX: 864-488-0488 

Jerry Collins, EMAIL: jcollins@charternet.com 

 Twin City Knitting, Conover, NC 

  TEL: 828-464-4830  FAX: 828-464-6340 

Gary Gobble, EMAIL: gary.gobble@takata.com 

 Takata Inc., Greensboro, NC 

  TEL: 336-547-2674 FAX:  

Dan Vipperman, EMAIL: dvipperman@verizon.net 

 Lebanon Apparel Corp., Lebanon, VA 

  TEL: 276-889-3656  FAX: 276-889-2830 

 

 

Education Director:  

Richard Atwell, EMAIL: ratwell@tc2.com 

 TC2, Cary, NC 

  TEL: 919-653-35004  FAX: 919-380-2181 

 

Supplier Directors: 

Jeff Crisco, EMAIL: jeff@asheboroelastics.com 

 Asheboro Elastics, Asheboro, NC 

  TEL: 336-629-2626  FAX: 336-629-3782 

 

Mike Diemer, EMAIL: mike.diemer@milliken.com 

 Milliken & Co., Spartanburg, SC 

  TEL: 864-503-2791  FAX: 864-503-2133 

 

We welcome your input… 

 Please feel free to contact any of the officers and directors 

to share your ideas. 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS - 2008 

Officers 

President Gerald Schwartz, Gerald Schwartz Inc., Tucker, GA 

 TEL: 770-493-9443  FAX: 770-938-8816  

 EMAIL: gerald@geraldschwartzinc.com 

Vice President John Campolong III,  

 McBee Mfg./Vinci Clothiers, McBee, SC  29101 

 TEL: 843-335-8234  FAX: 843-335-8236  EMAIL: vinci@shtc.net 

Secy/Treas Deana Vickers, Stone County Garment Co., Crane, MO 

 TEL: 417-723-5229  FAX: 417-723-8815 EMAIL: stonecounty1@msn.com 

Ex-Officio OfficerJim Garner, Creative Outlet, Morehead City, NC  

 TEL: 252-808-3898 FAX: 252-808-2188  EMAIL: jigarner@bizec.rr.com 

Executive Director Sarah Y. Friedman, SEAMS Association, Columbia, SC 

 TEL: 803-772-5861  FAX: 803-731-7709  EMAIL: sarah@seams.org 

OUR MISSION 
 The mission of the SEAMS Association is to support the resurging US sewn products industry through 
membership networking and collaboration; by offering benefits packages that help control overhead 
expenses; through access to educational programs to help improve the quality and productivity of the US 
sewn products industry collectively, and of our member firms individually; and by keeping our members 
informed about legislation in Washington, DC that impacts our industry. 
 The SEAMS Association is a not-for-profit organization comprised of manufacturing and contract 
manufacturing companies in the US sewn products industry. SEAMS supplier member companies provide 
valuable products and services to the apparel and sewn products industry. Membership in the SEAMS 
Association is one way to enhance your company’s continued growth and success. The US sewn products 
industry faces many challenges and one of the best ways to promote the industry’s interests is to join forces with 
business colleagues in the SEAMS Association. 
 SEAMS is dedicated to promoting a business climate which will enhance and support the retention of sound 
economic growth throughout the entire United States. the Association is constantly working to develop solutions 
to many of the challenges facing the sewn products industry. Participation as a member of SEAMS guarantees 
that the voice of the sewn products industry will be heard and responded to. 
 SEAMS member companies are located throughout the United States of America. 


